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Lege T having pleaſed Almighty God to make Us the happy Inſtruments of Reſcuing theſe Nations from Great and Imminent Din- 
gers, and to place Us upon the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, We think Our Selves obliged to endeayour to the uttermoſt to 
Promote the Welfare at, Qur People, which can never be effectually Secured, but by preventing the Miſertes that threaten 
s them from abroad, - * 3 8 | | : 
Rows When We conſider the many unjuſt Methods the French King hath of late Years taken to gratifie his Ambition, that he 
: has not only Invaded the Territories of the Emperor, and of the Empire now in Amity with Us, laying waſte whole Coun- 
tries, and deſtroying the Inhabitants by his Armies, but Declared War againſt our Allies, without any Provocation, in manifeſt Violation of 
the Treaties Confi: med by the Guaran'y of the Crowa of England; We can do no leis than joyn with Our Allies, in oppoſing the De- 
figas of the FrenchKing, as the Diſturber ot the Peace, and the Common Enemy of the Chriſtian World, „ | 
And beſides the Obligations We ly under by Treaties with Our Allies, which are a ſufficient Juſtification of Us for taking up Atms at 
this time, fince they have cailed upon Us ſo to do, the many Injuries done to Us, and to Our Subjects, without any Reparation, by the 
French King, are ſuch, that (however of late years they were not taken notice of, for Reaſons well known tothe World, nevertheleſs )_ 
We will not paſs them over without a Publick and Juſt Reſentment of ſuch Our:ages, 8 | 
It is not long ſince the French took Licences from the Engliſh Governor of New · Found · Land, to Fiſh in the Seas upon that Coaſt, and 
paid a Tribute for ſach Licences, as an acknowledgment of the ſole Right of the Crown of England to that Iſland; And yet of late, the 
Encroachments of the French upon Our ſaid Iſland, and Our Subjects Trade and Fiſhery have been more like the Invaſions of an Enemy, 
than becoming Friends, who enjoyed the Advantages of that Trade only by Permiſſion. 
But that the French King ſhould Invade Our Charibbee Iſlands, and poſſeſs himſelt of Our Territories of the Province of New-York, 
and of Hudſon's Bay in a Hoſtile manner, ſeizing Our Forts, burning Our Subjects Houles, and enriching his People with the Spoil of 
their Goods and Merchandizes, detaining ſome of Our Subjects under the hardſhip of Impriſonment, cauſing others to be inhumanely _ 
. kill'd, and driving the reſt to Sea in a (mall Veſſel, without Food and neceflaries to ſupport them, are Actions not becoming evẽni in Ene- 
imy; And yet he was ſo far from declaring himſelt ſo, that at that very timg he was Negotiating here in England by his Miniſters, a Trea- 
ty of Neutrality and good Correſpondence in America. 80 . 
Abe Proceedings of the French K ing againſt Our Subjects in Farope, are ſo Notorious, that We ſhall not need to enlarge upon them; 
 hie Omen 3ciag ine Seizure of Engliſh Ships by French Privateers, torbidding the Importation of great part of the Proanct and Mana- 
- faRures of Our Kingdom, and impoſing exorbitant Cuſtomes noon the tet, notwithſtanding the vaſt Advantage he and the French Na- 
tion reap by their Commerce with England, are ſufficient Evidences ot his Deſigns to deſtioy the Trade, and conſequently to tune the 
Navigation, upon which the Wealth and Safety of this Nation very much depends. „ | | 
The Right of the Flag, inherent in the Crown of England. has been Diſputed by his Orders in Violation of Our Sovereignty of the 
narrow Seas, which in all Ages has been Aſſerted by Our Predeceſſors, and We are reſoly'd to Maintain, for the Honour of Our Crown, and of 
the Engliſb Nation, | 8 Tm 5 
But that which muſt nearly touch Us, is his unchriſtian Proſecution of many of Our Exgliſb Proteſtant Subjects in France, for matters 
of Religion, contraty to the Law of Nations, and expreſs Treaties,forcing them to abjure their Religion by ſtrange and unuſual Cruelties, and 
Impriſoning ſome ot the Maſters and Seamen of Our Merchants Ships, and condemning others to the Gallies, upon pretence of having 
on Board, either ſome of his own Miſerable Proteſtant Subjects, or their Effects. And laſtly, as he has for ſome Years laſt paſt, endeavqured by 
Inſinuations and Promiſes of Aſſiſtance, to overthrow the Government of England; So now by open and violent Methods, and the actual 
Invaſion of Our Kingdom of Ireland, in ſupport of Our Sudjects in Arms and in Rebellion againſt us, he is promoting Joe utter Extirpa- 
tion of Our good and Loyal Subjects in that Our Kingdom. 8 | . 
Being therefore thus neceſſitated to take up Arms, and Relying on the Help of Almighty God in Our Juſt Undertaking; We have 
thought fit co Declare, and do hereby Declate War againſt the French King, and that We will in Conjunction with Our Allies, vigorouſly 
Proſecute the ſame by Sea and Land ( ſiace he hath ſo unrighteouſly begun it) being aſſured of the hearty Concurrence and Aſſiſtance of 
Our Subjects in ſupport of ſo good a Cauſe: Hereby Willing and Requiring Our General of Our Forces, Our Commiſſioners for 
{Executing the Office of High Admiral, Our Lieutenants of Our ſeveral Counties, Governors of Our Forts and Gariſons, and all other 
Officers and Souldiers under them, by Sea and Land, to do and execute all Acts of Hoſtility in the Proſecution of this War againſt the 
French King, his Vaſſals and Subjects, and to oppoſe their Attempts, willing and Requiring all Our Subjects to take Notice ot the ſame, 
whom We henceforth forbid to hold any Correſpondence or Communication with the ſud French King or his Subjects. And becauſe there 
are remaining in Our Kingdoms many of the Subjects ot the French King, We do Declare and Give Our Royal Word, That all ſuch 
bf the French Nation as ſhall demean themſelves Dutiſully towards Us, and not Corteſpond with Our Enemies, hall be fate in thetr 
*Perſons and Eſtates, and tree from all Moleſtation and Trouble of any kind, ES Vt 


Given at Our Court at HamptonCourt, the Seventh Day of May,1689, In the Firſt Year of Our Reign, ; 
God Save King WILLIAM end Queen MA RT. 3 
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